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Upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 averaged higher in grade and longer in staple than 
ginnings through the same period a year ago, according to the Department of Agriculture, 
Agricultural Marketing Service. Average fiber strength of cotton ginned through October 31 
was a little stronger than a year ago while fiber fineness was the same. Cotton tenderable 
in settlement of futures contracts accounted for 76 percent of the ginnings prior to Novem- 
ber 1 compared with 73 percent through the same period last season. 


Grade 31 and higher accounted for 27 percent of ginnings prior to November 1. This compares 
with 19 percent a year earlier. The proportion of ginnings in all White grades was almost 
88 percent, up from 84 percent a year ago. Grade 41 was the predominant quality at 40 per- 
cent compared with 42 percent a year earlier. Grade 31 accounted for 26 percent of ginnings 
prior to November 1, up from 19 percent last season. Light Spotted and other Colored grades 
accounted for 12 percent of ginnings through October 31 against 16 percent a year ago. The 
average grade index was 93.9 (grade 31=100), up from 92.7 a year earlier. 


Cotton stapling 34 and longer comprised 90 percent of ginnings through October 31 compared 
with 91 percent a year earlier. The predominant length was staple 35 both years at slightly 
over 51 percent of ginnings. Staple 36 accounted for 18 percent of ginnings prior to Novem- 
ber 1, up from 13 percent last year. Average staple was 34.7 thirty-seconds inches compared 
with 34.6 thirty-seconds inches a year earlier. 


The average mike of cotton ginned prior to November 1 was 4.4, the same as a year earlier. 
Cotton miking 3.4 and below made up two percent of this season's ginnings, virtually un- 
changed from last year. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range accounted for 88 percent of total 
ginnings, up slightly from 87 percent the previous season. Ten percent of ginnings through 
October 31 miked 5.0 and above compared with 11 percent a year earlier. 


Fiber strength of cotton ginned through October 31 this season averaged 88,000 pounds per 
square inch compared with 87,000 pounds a year earlier. Cotton weaker than 80,000 psi made 
up 12 percent of ginnings prior to November 1, the same as a year earlier. Cotton 90,000 
pounds and stronger comprised 36 percent of this season's ginnings against 31 percent a year 
earlier. 


The supply of upland cotton to November 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 8.2 
million bales, down from 8.6 million bales a year earlier. The grade distribution of this 
season's supply indicates most of the reduction in supply is in the White grades 41 and higher. 
Supplies of all staple lengths, except staple 36, were smaller than last season. Supplies of 
staple 36 increased by 0.2 million bales. The largest decreases were in staples 30 and 31, 
down 0.2 and O.1 million bales, respectively. 


Cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season totaled 2,768,000 running bales, according to 
the Bureau of the Census. This compares with 4,944,000 bales to the same date a year ago and 
5,014,000 two years ago. American Pima cotton ginned prior to November 1 accounted for 1,200 
bales this season compared with 3,600 bales last year. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to November 1, 1975 with 1974 comparisons, by states 1/ 











Grade reductions 


1975 1974 1975 1974 
Pct Pet 






State reductions 








North Carolina 10.0 ere - Oeil s Onl 10.0 Ceo 
South Carolina 6.0 Des Oey One = - Oa D0 
Georgia 2.8 Zak 1.4 3,0 * * 4.2 Br 7. 
Florida 48" Bes 1.8 - - : 6,6 - 

Alabama 5: 1.6 One OL * - Seo ei? 
Mississippi 6.7 9.5 * * * s 6.7 9.5 
Tennessee en ties * - Glial A* Vereh 3 
Missouri oreo Usa * * QO.1 2:.6 5.8 
Arkansas 3.9 3.8 O72 * (3) sul * 4.2 3.8 
Louisiana 6.6 TORO ee Qie2 Cry * - 6.8 10.1 
Oklahoma - 0.3 5.9 Ae - - 5.9 3 
Texas 2.0 2.6 Can Tice * * 4a 13.8 
New Mexico 0.8 L3Q - oo Ole On LO tk 
Arizona 3Eo eve 0.4 * * * 4.3 Pek 
California oe Creal * il * * So ied. 
United States 4.5 4.2 O26 1.6 * ® Dad rg 5.6 


“Ve Data for current season are preliminary. 
- Tess than 0.05 percent. : 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple i/ 


C3 








Grade Bales Bales Pot. Pct. 
1 (10) - - - - 
2 (20) - 340 - 27.8 
3 (30) 486 408 1as% 33.3 
4 (40) 1,824 476 50.9 38 .9 
5 (50) 984 - 27.4 - 
6 (60) 224 - 6.2 - 
2 (70) 70 ~ 2.0 - 
8 (80) - - - - 
9 (90) - - - - 
10 (00) - - - - 
Total 3,588 1,224 100 ,O 100 .O 
Staple : 
40 and shorter - - - - 
42 17 - 0.5 - 
44 2,627 1,256 7332 94.4 
46 944 68 26.3 5.6 
48 and longer - - - - 
Total 3,588 1,224 100 .0 100.0 





lf Data for current season are preliminary. 


